
FAQ’s:  Podcasts & Audio Clips 

We have had a lot of questions arise regarding the use of audio clips and the creation of original 
podcasts.  This FAQ's is intended to answer some of those questions and provide some guidance on 
creating compelling podcasts while avoiding legal pitfalls.  

Can I include music clips in my podcast?  

You cannot include music clips from professional sound recordings in your podcast, because music from 
the record labels is protected by copyright laws and must be properly licensed in order to use it.  
However, you may use music from http://www.musicalley.com.  The site claims that all music offered as 
"podsafe" is either not copyrighted at all, or copyrighted but the artist has authorized the site to  
distribute it for this purpose (and has retained the right to do so from the publishers).  If you would like to 
use "podsafe" music from another source, please check that source with Lauren Fisher (our General 
Counsel) beforehand (lauren@sbnation.com).  

Can I use audio clips from broadcasts of games/sporting events in my podcast?  

If you pull together very brief audio clips (5 seconds or less) from relevant sources into a montage, and 
you don't use too much from any one source, you can create a montage that adds up to a team highlights  
type of experience (your montage probably should not exceed 30 seconds in total length).  It is best to 
use more than one or two clips in creating your montage to avoid any suggestion of affiliation with or  
endorsement by any one broadcaster or announcer in particular. (Your use of the brief clips would likely 
fall under the copyright doctrine of fair use.)  

What about background noise?  

Please try to avoid capturing background noise in your podcast, as it is not only distracting, but you don't 
have the rights to record and publish whatever may be happening in the background, whether it's a  
radio or television broadcast, music, or people having a conversation.  

Can I post audio clips from broadcasts of games/sporting events outside the context of an 
original podcast?  

Generally, no.  The only exception would be if you are specifically commenting on a particular moment, a 
specific call, the way an announcer describes or characterizes a play, etc., in which case, you  
can use the few seconds that captures the essence of the subject of your comments, but no more.  

If you have additional questions about audio clips and podcasts, please send them to Lauren Fisher (our 
General Counsel) at lauren@sbnation.  All questions will be answered promptly; any questions of general 
interest will be added to this document. 

 

NOTE:  This FAQ’s was published to the whole network on Google Groups on March 20, 2010. 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=D&q=http://www.musicalley.com&usg=AFQjCNF604yl7JH_3t8ltv8TzIdsORVE-w

